CHRIS PROCHASKA

loopychris@usa.net

STAR WARS: HARVESTER OF SORROW / 24 PAGE STORY

PAGE ONE (one panel)
                                              

Panel 1. EXT. SWAMP/CLEARING-DAY. A light rain falls from the grey sky. The swamp is packed with trees, mostly felisom. Felisoms are similar to cypress trees in appearance but are a car-length in diameter and rise hundreds of feet in the air. The roots rise ten feet out of the calf-high water and could be used for shelter if the interior wasn’t filled with a dense moss.  A small shuttle sits at the edge of the clearing. The shuttle is rather shoe-boxish even with its rounded edges. Its stubby wings do little to give it an aerodynamic appearance. At the base of its ramp is Abner, keeping dry under the shuttle. Abner is a Duros male with a scar above his left eye. He wears a weather-beaten leather jacket over semi-baggy clothes. A blaster is holstered at his side. He watches the Millenium Falcon descend, about to land in the clearing.
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PAGE TWO (four panels)

Panel 1. From underneath Abner’s shuttle. Abner stands on the ramp in the F.G.. In the B.G. the Falcon has landed. Luke Skywalker and Chewbacca stand in the water near the base of its ramp. Luke gazes off into the distance. Chewie holds his bowcaster ready, watching his partner Han Solo hurry through the rain toward Abner.

1. HAN:


ABNER.

Panel 2. On Solo and Abner under the shuttle. Abner hands Han a small, metallic disk.

2. ABNER:


THE BASE IS MOBILE. BUT IT’S SLOW... SHOULDN’T BE 





TOO FAR FROM THESE COORDINATES.

3. HAN:


I GUESS I OWE YOU ONE NOW.

Panel 3. From the top of the ramp as Abner heads into his ship. Slightly puzzled, Han watches him with his brow furrowed.

4. ABNER:


NOT REALLY. YOU’LL BE DOING ME A FAVOR.

Panel 4. From under the Falcon. In the B.G. Abner’s shuttle takes off leaving clouds of steam. Han runs back under the cover of the Falcon. Chewie watches him, while Luke still stares off, concentrating.

5. HAN:


OKAY CHEWIE, LET’S GET THE CAMONETS ON THE





FALCON BEFORE WE LOOK AT THE MAP.

6. CHEWIE:

RUNGH.
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PAGE THREE (four panels)

Panel 1. On Han and Luke. Luke looks off, as if trying to see something on the horizon. Han looks at him, trying to read his expression. 

1. HAN:


SENSE ANYTHING?

2. LUKE:


NO.

3. LUKE:


BUT HE COULD BE VEILING HIMSELF. HE’S VERY

 



POWERFUL.

4. HAN:


WAS VERY POWERFUL.

Panel 2. Han helps Chewie pull camonets from a crate. Luke listens to Han, pausing from his vigil.

5. HAN:


WE DON’T KNOW FOR SURE THAT HE’S ALIVE.

6. HAN:


BESIDES... IF HE IS--

Panel 3. EXT. SWAMP-DAY (later). Luke, Han, and Chewie walk in the calf-high water, surrounded by the huge felisom trees. But these felisoms have no moss, leaving their roots exposed. Even Chewie could stand up under the trees to hide from the persistent rain. Chewie is in front, leading the way. At the moment, he’s turned around, unhappily roaring something at Han, who walks near Luke, several paces behind Chewie. All are pretty drenched.

7. CAP (HAN):

“--WHAT WOULD HE BE DOING ON A BOG LIKE THIS?”

8. CHEWIE:

AWWARRRAHH RRRUH.

9. HAN:


HEY, IT COULD BE RAINING A LOT HARDER, OKAY? 





BESIDES, YOU COULD USE A BATH.

10. CHEWIE:

EHRAHH RRREHH.

11. HAN:


WE’VE ONLY BEEN WALKING A COUPLE OF HOURS. 





QUIT COMPLAINING. YOU’RE STARTING TO SOUND





LIKE THREEPIO.
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PAGE THREE (continued)

Panel 4. From the side of Han and Luke, with Han leading. Han watches where he walks. Luke is turned away from us, looking at the felisoms’ exposed roots. 

12. HAN:


I THINK LEIA STAYS ON THE COUNCIL JUST TO GET

 



OUT OF HAVING TO GO ON WATERLOGGED MISSIONS 









LIKE THIS.

13. HAN:


WHAT A MUSHY PLANET.

14. LUKE:


HAN, WHY ARE THE ROOTS ON THESE TREES SO 





EXPOSED?
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PAGE FOUR (four panels)

Panel 1. On Han and Luke looking at the trees. Luke seems mildly surprised.

1. HAN:


THEY’RE FELISOM TREES. THE ROOTS ARE USUALLY

 



CONCEALED BY MOSS.

2. LUKE:


FELISOM MOSS? THE DRUG?

3. HAN:


THAT’S THE ONE.

Panel 2. Close on Han. 

4. HAN:


KNEW SOME SMUGGLERS THAT RAN THE STUFF OUT

 



OF HERE. 

5. HAN:


UNLIKE THE OTHER PLANETS THAT HAVE FELISOM 





TREES, THIS ONE’S SO FAR FROM THE CORE IT’S 





SOMEWHAT OF AN EASY RUN.

Panel 3. Looking through the roots of a felisom in the F.G. at Han and Luke in the B.G.. They look at the tree.

6. LUKE:


SO SOMEONE’S BEEN HERE RECENTLY GATHERING 





THE MOSS?

7. HAN:


CAN’T SAY. ONCE THE MOSS IS TAKEN FROM A TREE

 



IT NEVER GROWS BACK.

Panel 4. From behind Han and Luke. Chewie is about 50 feet ahead of them, in the B.G.. Ahead of Chewie there seems to be a clearing through the trees. He’s yelling something at Han.

8. HAN:


IT COULD HAVE BEEN HARVESTED FIVE DAYS AGO OR

 



FIVE YEARS AGO.

9. CHEWIE:

UHRRENH.

10. HAN:


YOU FOUND WHAT, CHEWIE?
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PAGE FIVE (two panels)

Panel 1. EXT. LARGE PATH / SWAMP. Bird’s-eye of Luke, Han, and Chewie at the side of the path. The path is about as wide as a football field is long. Fifty-foot-wide tank-tread prints line each side of the path. Freshly toppled felisom trees seep white sap: the trees are extremely crushed where the tread marks go over them. The rebels look at the vast path.

Panel 2. Close on Luke, Han, and Chewie.

1. LUKE:


WANT TO BET WHETHER IT WAS FIVE DAYS AGO OR

 



FIVE YEARS?

2. HAN:


ONLY IF I CAN PLACE MY MONEY ON FIVE DAYS.
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PAGE SIX (three panels)

Panel 1. EXT. SWAMP-DAY (later). In the F.G., Chewie crouches behind a toppled tree. Han and Luke approach from behind him, coming from the B.G.. Chewie motions for them to get down.

Panel 2. From behind Luke, Han and Chewie as they peek over the log. In the B.G., just past a shallow line of trees, is an Imperial Moss Processor, creator of the destructive path, which ends at its rear. The processor is 300 feet wide, 600 high, and a thousand feet long, and rides on massive tank-like treads. Various portals, gun turrets and smoke-spewing vents protrude from the mobile processor that is built in the typical, angular Imperial design. Rust stains stream down the side of the processor, a result of both the constant rain and poor upkeep. A large ramp/door is open in the rear of the processor; an AT-AT walker is proceeding down the ramp following a group of 20 Stormtroopers who guard about 50 slaves. The slaves consist of various species: Ithorian, Rodian, Twi’lek, Sullustans, Aqualish, but the majority are Duros. The slaves push large, rectangular containers riding on repulsorlifts. The felisom trees around the processor are all devoid of the moss, but several hundred yards in the B.G. are moss-bearing trees.

Panel 3. On Luke, Han, and Chewie as they peek over the log, stunned by the size of the processor. 

1. LUKE:


THEY MUST USE THE SLAVES TO HARVEST THE

 



MOSS OFF THE TREES.

2. HAN:


AND THEN PROCESS THE MOSS INSIDE.
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PAGE SEVEN (five panels)

Panel 1. Close on Han, studying the situation.

1. HAN:


NOW I SEE WHAT ABNER MEANT ABOUT DOING HIM A 





FAVOR.

Panel 2. On a spiritless group of mostly Duros slaves as they’re led away from the processor by Stormtroopers. The legs of the AT-AT are visible in the B.G..

2. CAP (HAN):

“AT LEAST HALF OF THOSE SLAVES ARE DUROS.”

Panel 3. On Luke, Han, and Chewie. Luke looks up toward the top of the processor, his eyes wide with cheerless discovery. Han and Chewie look at him.

3. LUKE:


HAN, LOOK... THE TOP OF THE PROCESSOR...

Panel 4. Close, low angle of a throne tower, rising from the aft of the processor roof. The throne tower is nearly identical to the one the Emperor had on the second Death Star, aside from some minor structural changes. It has the same rust stains as the processor.

4. CAP (LUKE):

“THE EMPEROR.”

Panel 5. On Luke and Han. Both look up, studying the tower. Luke uses his Force senses, while Han stares skeptically with a furrowed brow.

5. HAN:


THE EMPEROR? WHERE? WHAT’RE YOU TALKING 





ABOUT?

6. LUKE:


THE THRONE TOWER.

7. HAN:


IS HE IN IT?
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PAGE EIGHT (six panels)

Panel 1. Close on Luke with his eyes closed, straining to sense Emperor Palpatine.

1. LUKE:


I CAN’T TELL.

2. LUKE:


BUT THAT TOWER IS ALMOST IDENTICAL TO THE ONE

 



HE HAD ON THE DEATH STAR.

Panel 2. Close on Luke and Han from behind. Han looks at Luke who still looks up at the tower.

3. HAN:


BUT YOU CAN’T TELL IF HE’S IN IT? YOU CAN’T SENSE

 



HIM?

4. LUKE:


HAN, I’VE GOT TO GO UP THERE. I... THE ALLIANCE HAS

 



TO KNOW.

Panel 3. Side/front view of Luke, Han, and Chewie. Han doesn’t seem too happy about Luke’s decision.

5. HAN:


ALL RIGHT, KID.

6. LUKE:


I’LL NEED A DISTRACTION OUT HERE ONCE I’M INSIDE.

7. HAN:


HEY, CHEWIE AND I HAVE DONE THIS BEFORE, YOU

 



KNOW?

Panel 4. On Han and Luke, reassuringly smiling at each other as Luke readies to leave.

8. HAN:


IN FACT, I THINK YOU WERE WITH US A COUPLE OF 





TIMES.

9. LUKE:


RIGHT. SORRY.

10. HAN:


BE CAREFUL.

11. LUKE:


YOU TOO.

Panel 5. On Han and Chewie as they watch Luke starting to sneak toward the processor, disappearing into the B.G.. Han is back to his pessimistic self.

12. HAN:


GREAT. I DON’T KNOW HOW WE’RE GONNA WORK THIS 





ONE.

13. CHEWIE:

REHH ENH RAHRRAH.
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PAGE EIGHT (continued)

Panel 6. Close on Han wearing his lopsided grin.

14. HAN:


YEAH... YEAH, THAT JUST MIGHT WORK, CHEWIE.
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PAGE NINE (four panels)

Panel 1. EXT. SWAMP/AT-AT - DAY (minutes later). On the AT-AT, the guards and the slaves: walking to the harvest site, they’re surrounded by the moss-free felisom trees. The processor is fairly visible through the trees and rain, about a hundred yards in the B.G..

Panel 2. High Angle of Chewie jumping from a tree down onto the top of the walker. He has his bowcaster strapped across his back.

Panel 3. On Chewie safely and near-perfectly landing on the wet top of the AT-AT.

Panel 4. Close on Chewie crouching on top of the AT-AT, pulling a small bundle of thin rope from his bandolier pouch. One end of the rope is already tied onto a small, metal “o-hook” protruding from the top of the walker.
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PAGE TEN (five panels)

Panel 1. EXT. PROCESSOR/AT-AT RAMP. Looking at the huge ramp and the two Stormtroopers at the top of it, standing just inside the processor, out of the rain. Trooper 1 is suddenly alert: his weapon is ready and aimed out into the swamp. Trooper 2 has his head turned, looking for what his counterpart heard; he’s clearly not as concerned.

1. TROOPER 1:

HEY! DID YOU HEAR THAT?!

Panel 2. Side view of the ramp. The two Stormtroopers are at the base of the ramp looking out into the swamp. Trooper 1 still seems wary, while 2 seems bored. At the back of the ramp, Luke Force-leaps up from the ground onto the ramp.

2. TROOPER 2:

I DON’T SEE ANYTHING.

3. TROOPER 1:

BUT I COULD’VE SWORN I HEARD SOMETHING.

4. TROOPER 2:

YOU’RE JUST PARANOID.

Panel 3. From the bottom of the ramp. The two Stormtroopers are in Close-Up in the F.G.: Trooper 1 seems more relaxed than before. Behind them at the top of the ramp, Luke walks into the dark AT-AT bay; his head is turned looking at the Stormtroopers.

5. TROOPER 1:

CAN YOU BLAME ME? WE’VE BEEN HERE TOO LONG. 





WE SHOULD’VE BEEN ROTATED OFF THIS PLANET 





YEARS AGO.

6. TROOPER 2:

WHY DON’T YOU GO COMPLAIN TO THE EMPEROR?

7. TROOPER 1:

I’M PARANOID, NOT STUPID.

Panel 4. EXT. SWAMP. In the F.G., Han crouch-runs through the swamp. He has his blaster drawn. In the distant B.G. the AT-AT is visible. Barely visible is Chewie hanging in front of its side door.

Panel 5. EXT. AT-AT. On Chewie. With the rope tied around him, Chewie has rappeled down the side of the walker and is hanging in front of the door. He has the door’s control panel torn open and is hot-wiring the door; the wires are sparking and the door begins sliding open.
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PAGE ELEVEN (five panels)

Panel 1. INT. AT-AT COCKPIT. On Colonel Terril and Two AT-AT Drivers. Terril is the typical Imperial officer, except he’s just a tad overweight.

1. TERRIL:


ALL STOP.

Panel 2. Close on Terril. Behind him the cockpit door begins to open, revealing Chewie and his bowcaster; Terril doesn’t hear the door.

2. TERRIL:


LIEUTENANT, WE’LL START HARVESTING HERE.

3. LT. (on radio):

ACKNOWLEDGED, COLONEL.

Panel 3. EXT. AT-AT / HARVESTING SITE. On two Stormtroopers: Lieutenant and Sergeant. Lieutenant taps the earpiece on his helmet. The legs of the AT-AT are visible directly behind them.

4. TERRIL (on radio):
LOO--

5. SFX (on radio):
zzzt

6. LT.:


SOMETHING ELSE, COLONEL?

7. LT.:


GUESS NOT.

8. LT.:


ALL RIGHT, SERGEANT.

9. SGT.:


OKAY, GET TO WORK!

Panel 4. INT. PROCESSOR / PROCESSING ROOM.  Close on Luke, speaking into a comlink. In the B.G. behind him are the numerous processing vats disappearing into the distance: huge, dirty, cylindrical and enclosed. The vats fill the immense room. Several Imperial Guards and Techs are near the vats.

10. LUKE (whisper):
HAN... I’M ALL SET.

Panel 5. EXT. NEARBY HARVESTING SITE. On Han hiding beside a massive felisom root. Behind him in the B.G. the slaves begin to pull the moss from the trees and place it in the repulsorlift-containers. The Stormtroopers watch with the AT-AT looming overhead.  

11. HAN (whisper):
GO AHEAD, CHEWIE.
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PAGE TWELVE (three panels)

Panel 1. EXT. AT-AT / HARVESTING SITE. On the AT-AT as it fires its chin guns, blowing up several Stormtroopers. Confused, Lieutenant and some of the remaining Stormtroopers turn and look up at the walker, while the Sergeant and the other troopers join the slaves in running for cover.

1. LT.:


COLONEL TERRIL! YOU’RE FIRING ON YOUR OWN 





TROOPS! SIR?!

Panel 2. INT. AT-AT COCKPIT. On Chewie, sitting in the Colonel’s seat holding the firing scope with one hand and pressing a button on a console with the other. He’s looking past the scope, through the window, giving us a clear view of his fangs. On the floor next to him is a dead Colonel Terril; the two AT-AT Drivers slump lifelessly in their seats.

2. LT. (on radio):

COLONEL TERRIL! COME IN!

3. CHEWIE:

AHHRRRAH!

Panel 3. EXT. AT-AT / HARVESTING SITE. On Lieutenant as he’s hit in the chest by a blast from the walker’s guns.

4. LT.:


COLONEL TEAAHHH!
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PAGE THIRTEEN (four panels)

Panel 1. INT. PROCESSING ROOM. On the surprised Techs and Guards as they look up from their duties. The translucent wall panels flash red. In the B.G. Luke sneaks toward one of the elevators.

1. SFX (alarm):

WEHOOOH WEHOOOH

2. TECH 1:


WHAT THE--?!

3. GUARD 1:

WE’RE UNDER ATTACK! TO YOUR STATIONS!

Panel 2. On Luke entering the elevator. He looks back into the chamber to make sure he wasn’t seen.

Panel 3. EXT. HARVESTING SITE. On Sergeant, Stormtrooper, and two Duros Slaves as they hide behind the roots of a felisom. In the B.G. the AT-AT is firing at some Stormtroopers running for cover.

4. SGT.:


I DON’T KNOW WHO IT IS, BASE! 

Panel 4. On Sergeant as he’s shot: it comes from behind, not from the walker.

5. SGT.:


WE NEED REINFUUGGH!
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PAGE FOURTEEN (four panels)

Panel 1. Stormtrooper is turning and aiming his gun at the person who shot Sergeant... but he’s not quick enough. Han, shooting from the B.G., nails Stormtrooper in the chest. The two Duros are shocked and more than a little scared.

1. STORMTROOPER:
UNGH!

Panel 2. On Han crouching by Sergeant’s body, taking his blaster.

2. HAN:


YOU WANT TO BE FREE--

Panel 3. From behind Han as he hands the blaster to one of the Duros Slaves. The slave takes it, but both he and the other slave still seem shocked, especially at being given a gun. Han starts to grab Stormtrooper’s blaster.

3. HAN:


--FIGHT BACK.

Panel 4. On Han and the two Duros Slaves as they run out in the open, firing their blasters. Several Stormtroopers are hit by their shots. Other slaves watch in surprise.
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PAGE FIFTEEN (three panels)

Panel 1. INT. PROCESSOR / BRIDGE - DAY (minutes later). The bridge is roughly semi-circle-shaped, 30-foot in diameter, with control stations lining the walls. A slit of a window wraps around the semi-circle. Seated at the control stations are Imperial officers: a Corporal, two Drivers, and a Gunner. Standing by the open bridge door is a Stormtrooper Guard. Turning to look at Corporal is General Bertram Rook: late forties, average build, graying hair. Red alarm lights flash all over the bridge.

1. CORPORAL:

GENERAL ROOK! I’VE LOST ALL CONTACT WITH OUR 





MEN!

2. GENERAL:

SURELY YOU CAN RAISE SOMEONE, CORPORAL?!

Panel 2. On General and Corporal. With his brow furrowed, General looks over Corporal’s shoulder. They both study the readouts.

3. CORPORAL:

I THINK THEY’RE ALL DEAD, SIR!

4. GENERAL:

GET THREE SQUADS AND TWO AT-ST’S OUT THERE 





IMMEDIATELY!

5. LUKE (O.P.):

YOU CAN’T DO THAT.

Panel 3. General and Corporal are in the F.G.: General is turning, looking back at the doorway; Corporal calmly looks at General. Luke, composed and ready, stands in the doorway, his lightsaber still attached to his belt. Stormtrooper Guard starts to turn to look at Luke.

6. CORPORAL:

I CAN’T DO THAT.

7. GENERAL:

WHAT?!

8. GENERAL:

GUARD!
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PAGE SIXTEEN (five panels)

Panel 1. On Luke and Stormtrooper Guard. With his lightsaber drawn and ignited, Luke slices through Stormtrooper Guard.

Panel 2. From behind Luke. As Driver 1 stands and draws his blaster, Luke, with his free hand raised, Force-throws him back into his station.

1. LUKE:


THESE MEN ARE YOUR ENEMIES!

Panel 3. With his blaster, Corporal shoots Driver 2, who was just about to shoot Luke. General begins to unholster his blaster, staring in shock at Corporal’s actions. Luke cuts down Gunner.

2. CORPORAL:

THESE MEN ARE MY ENEMIES!

Panel 4. On General and Corporal. With teeth gritted, General shoots Corporal.

Panel 5. On General. With his eyes wide with disbelief, he watches the blaster fly from his hands, as if pulled by some unseen force.
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PAGE SEVENTEEN (five panels)

Panel 1. From behind General. In front of him, Luke calmly stands, holding his lightsaber and General’s blaster by the barrel.

1. LUKE:


I WISH TO SPEAK TO THE EMPEROR.

Panel 2. INT. THRONE ROOM - DAY (minutes later). High, Wide-Angle of the throne room, looking off-center from just in front of the throne on the raised platform down to the elevator. Like its exterior, the room is near identical to its Death Star predecessor, with the exception of the raised platform that the throne sits on: it’s not as high off the main floor. The elevator doors have opened; inside are Luke and General. Luke no longer has the blaster and has his saber clipped to his belt.

Panel 3. On Luke and General. General is crossing the bridge from the elevator to the main floor, studying Luke. Luke is on the main floor, several steps away from General. Luke is squinting his eyes; he seems puzzled as he tries to sense Palpatine’s presence in the Force.

2. LUKE:


YOUR HIGHNESS.

Panel 4. On the throne. It’s turned slightly, allowing a glimpse of a black-cloaked arm resting on the armrest; someone is in the throne staring out the intricate, rain-soaked windows.

Panel 5. On the front of Luke now on the raised platform, standing just behind the throne. He has his hand on it and is about to turn it as he’s even further puzzled by the silence. We can see more of the black-cloaked figure now: the whole arm and a sliver of the shoulder and chest. In the B.G., behind Luke, General is still on the main floor, carefully heading for the wall.

3. LUKE:


EMPEROR PALPATINE?
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PAGE EIGHTEEN (three panels)

Panel 1. Close on General. He’s opening a panel in the wall and pulling out a blaster while watching Luke.

Panel 2. Close on Luke with his brow furrowed.

1. LUKE:


YOU’RE...

Panel 3. On the throne and its occupant: drugged out and cataract-eyed. It’s the familiar black robe but the hood’s off, allowing I.V.’s to carry a grey liquid from the chair into its occupant’s neck. It’s Blige Rook, not the Emperor. The name and the family resemblance indicate that Blige is General’s brother. Though a year younger than General, the drugs being pumped into Blige’s body have aged him past his years.

2. LUKE (OP):

YOU’RE NOT THE EMPEROR!

3. BLIGE:


BERTRAM? IS THAT YOU?
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PAGE NINETEEN (three panels)

Panel 1. From behind General on the main floor as he points the blaster at Luke who’s in the B.G., standing next to the throne containing the oblivious Blige. Luke faces General and doesn’t seem surprised by his newly-acquired blaster.

1. GENERAL:

YOU ARE CORRECT, JEDI. HE’S NOT THE EMPEROR--

Panel 2. Close on General, holding the blaster and smirking.

2. GENERAL:

--HE’S MY BROTHER.

Panel 3. Side view of General, Luke, and Blige. General is starting up the steps toward Luke and Blige. Luke calmly watches.

3. BLIGE:


BERTRAM?

4. GENERAL:

YOU SEE, I NEVER INFORMED MY MEN OF PALPATINE’S 



DEATH--

5. GENERAL:

--NOR DID I INFORM THEM OF THE EMPIRE’S FALL. AS

 



FAR AS THEY KNOW, THE EMPIRE STILL RULES THE 





GALAXY.

6. LUKE:


AND YOU DECIDED TO ENSURE THEIR ALLEGIANCE BY 



HAVING THE EMPEROR PERSONALLY OVERSEE THIS

 



OPERATION.
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PAGE TWENTY (four panels)

Panel 1. Front/side view of General, who’s now on the raised platform.

1. GENERAL:

VERY PERCEPTIVE.

2. GENERAL:

FELISOM MOSS IS ALMOST AS POPULAR AS SPICE. 

3. GENERAL:

BY JUST EMBEZZLING A FRACTION... A FRACTION OF

 



THE EMPIRE’S SUPPLY, I WAS QUICKLY BECOMING A

 



RICH MAN.

Panel 2. On General and Blige. Sarcastically smiling, General stands next to the throne; he has one hand on Blige’s shoulder, the other holding the blaster aimed at Luke. Blige looks up at his brother without really seeing him.

4. GENERAL:

BUT THE EMPIRE FOUND OUT. AND SENT MY DEAR 





BROTHER HERE TO RELIEVE ME OF MY COMMAND.

5. GENERAL:

AND THEN THE SECOND DEATH STAR WAS 





DESTROYED.

6. BLIGE:


IS THAT YOU, BERTRAM?

7. GENERAL:

QUIET, BLIGE.

Panel 3. Close on Luke, not pleased with General’s egocentric morals.

8. LUKE:


SO YOU GET YOUR BROTHER ADDICTED TO THE MOSS 



AND SET HIM UP HERE TO ROT--

9. LUKE:


--WHILE HE UNKNOWINGLY PLAYS THE PART OF THE

 



EMPEROR.

Panel 4. From the side of/behind Luke, looking at General and Blige, both about ten feet away. General seems more angry now.

10. GENERAL:

HE’S IN HIS OWN DRUG-INDUCED WORLD... WHILE I 





RULE THIS ONE... NOW COLLECTING ALL THE PROFITS 





FROM THE MOSS.

11. GENERAL:

BUT GIVEN THE CURRENT SITUATION YOU’VE

 



MANAGED TO PRODUCE, I THINK IT WOULD BE BEST IF

 



WE BOTH--
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PAGE TWENTY-ONE (four panels)

Panel 1. Side view of General and Blige. General swings his blaster away from Luke and shoots Blige; judging by General’s expression, it looks like he’s wanted to do it for a while. Blige seems vaguely aware of the pain as he dies.

1. GENERAL:

--RETIRE!

Panel 2. From behind General as he points his blaster at Luke who has ignited and raised his lightsaber. Luke seems shocked that General has killed his own brother.

2. GENERAL:

CAN’T PULL MY BLASTER NOW THAT I’M READY FOR 





IT? TOO BAD.

3. GENERAL:

YOU SHOULD HAVE KEPT THE OTHER BLASTER, JEDI.

 



IT HAS A FAR GREATER RANGE THAN YOUR 





LIGHTSABER--

Panel 3. Close on General, wide-eyed and smiling, as he fires his blaster.

4. GENERAL:

--AS YOU’RE ABOUT TO FIND OUT!

Panel 4. On Luke deflecting the blaster’s beam with his lightsaber, sending it straight back to--
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PAGE TWENTY-TWO (three panels)

Panel 1. On General as the deflected beam strikes him hard in the chest. We see the pain and disbelief in his face. The blaster starts to fall from his hand.

1. GENERAL:

UHH!

Panel 2. High Angle of Luke standing over the smoking bodies: General is at his feet and Blige is slumping in the throne. Luke seems despondent over the deaths.

Panel 3. INT. PROCESSOR GARAGE - DAY (later). Han and Chewie hurry through the vast garage, passing a line of AT-ST’s. Several of the freed and now-armed slaves lead various captured Imperial Stormtroopers, officers, and techs past Han and Chewie toward the huge door leading to the ramp. A Twi’lek slave stops to talk to Han.

2. TWI’LEK:

SOLO... WE DID NOT FIND YOUR FRIEND DURING OUR 





SEARCH.

3. HAN:


OKAY, THANKS.
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PAGE TWENTY-THREE (five panels)

Panel 1. In the F.G. Han looks toward the ramp door. He appears both puzzled and concerned. Behind him, Chewie is turned and sees Luke approach from the B.G..

1. HAN:


OKAY, CHEWIE... I GUESS WE’RE GONNA HAVE TO GO 





UP--

2. CHEWIE:

RRRRNGHH!

Panel 2. On the three Rebels as they’re reunited. Han grabs one of Luke’s arms as Chewie pats Luke on the back. Luke forces a smile.

3. HAN:


LUKE! YOU OKAY?

4. LUKE:


I’M FINE.

5. HAN:


THE EMPEROR?

Panel 3. Close on Luke. He seems sad and disheartened.

6. LUKE:


THERE WAS NO EMPEROR.

Panel 4. On Han, Luke, and Chewie as they walk through the garage, heading for the ramp door. Luke looks down as he walks. Han and Chewie look at him.

7. CHEWIE:

RHH RH UHRR RRRREH.

8. HAN:


YEAH, KID, DON’T LOOK SO SAD ABOUT IT.

9. LUKE:


IT’S NOT THAT. I JUST...

Panel 5. Side view of Han and Luke facing each other at the top of the ramp. In the B.G. are rain and the swamp. Han listens to what Luke is saying. Luke looks out into the swamp, not really focusing on anything.

10. LUKE:


I HATE KNOWING THAT THERE ARE BASES LIKE THIS 





STILL IN OPERATION.

11. LUKE:


IT NEVER ENDS, DOES IT, HAN?
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PAGE TWENTY-FOUR (three panels)

Panel 1. Close on Han looking up into the rain; it lightly hits him in the face. He squints slightly.

1. HAN:


NO... NO, IT DOESN’T.

2. HAN:


SO JUST TAKE IT ONE DAY AT A TIME.

Panel 2. EXT. PROCESSOR/SWAMP. In the F.G. is one of the AT-AT’s legs. Several of the freed slaves stand on its base using blasters to guard the various Imperials who are kneeling down in the ankle-high water. Several other armed slaves stand around the Imperials. In the M.G., Twi’lek and other slaves lead their group of captured Imperials out to join the others. In the B.G., the back and part of the side of the processor are visible. Han, Luke, and Chewie stand at the top of the processor’s rear ramp.

3. HAN:


AND TODAY--

Panel 3. Close on Han, Luke, and Chewie as they look out at their accomplishment. Han has his “lopsided grin.” Luke’s spirits seem to be rising.

4. HAN:


--WE DID ALL RIGHT.
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